APPENDIX 7-1
FLOOD | NSURANCE RATES AND LIM TS OF COVERAGE

SUMVARY: FI oodi ng occurs over nuch of the bottom lands in the
County. Although nmopst flood damage occurs to farn ands,
residences, and other buildings are subject to periodic
i nundati on.

The County; Wallowa Soil and Water Conservation District; USDA
Soi | Conservation Service; and State Divisions of Land, Fish, and
WIidlife have worked jointly to rectify streanbank erosion
probl ens through a program funded by Public Law 216, which
provides for clearing debris, renoving gravel, stabilizing
streanbanks with rip-rap, constructing groins to prevent erosion
re-establishing vegetation, and reconstructing fences which have
been damaged by fl oods.

The major cause of flooding is due to the buildup of sand

gravel, rock, and organic nmaterial from bank erosion; and by the
bed |l oad of simlar materials noving out of the nountains during
the period of snow nelting in the spring and early sumer. Due to
over-flow ng and excessive velocities in these areas, sone
agricultural |ands have becone unproductive because of |oss of
top soils and deposits of rock and debris.

Wal | owa County and the four incorporated towns within the County
have qualified for the National Flood Insurance Program
Tentative flood plain maps have been received from HUD which
identify general areas of flooding that nmay have a 1 percent
chance of flooding within a 100 year period. More detail ed maps

with identified elevations will be provided at sonme future date.
Hi gh density developnent wthin those areas should be
di scour aged, and per sons contenplating construction or

devel opnent within these areas should be advised of this
condi ti on.

Briefly, the National Flood Insurance Programis a conprehensive
approach to fl ood damage protection. |t enables property owners
located within an identified floodplain to purchase flood
i nsurance at a reasonable rate. To apply for flood insurance, a
person needs to contact his/her insurance broker.



