APPENDIX 5 - 5
W LDLI FE RESOURCES

W LDLI FE HABI TAT (Big Game): 3C
Location - Quantity - Quality

Maj or big ganme species are nule and white-tailed deer, Rocky
Mount ai n el k, Rocky Mountain goats, Rocky Muntain bighorn sheep,
bl ack bear, and cougar. Optinmum habitat requirenments for these
species include adequate water, forage, and a variety of
vegetation cover for thermal protection, hiding, ad fawning
pur poses. In Wallowa County nost of the big ganme habitat occurs
in areas zoned for resource managenent.

A wldlife inventory map has been submtted by the Oregon
Departnment of Fish and WIldlife and is included in the
Conmpr ehensi ve Land Use Plan by reference. The WIdlife Habitat
| nventory Map includes: Big Gane Wnter Range Qutline, Critical
WIidlife Habitat (hunting units), Deer Wnter Range, Deer/ElKk
W nter Range, Heron Rookeries, Bighorned Sheep W nter Range,
Mar shes, Mountain Goat Wnter Range, Bi ghorned Sheep Rel ease
Sites, (1996 from ODF&W map i nventory of 1980), and Bald Eagle
and OGsprey nest sites and was adopted by the Wallowa County Board
of Conm ssioners on January 21, 2003 along with the Col unbi an
Sharp Tailed G ouse Conservation Priority Area Map.

Rocky Mountain elk and nmule deer are the nobst abundant and
provi de the greatest anount of hunting. The followi ng table
i ndi cates the abundance of big ganme in Wallowa County.

Bl G GAME POPULATI ON ESTI MATES HUNTERS AND HARVEST
WALLOWA COUNTY

1985 1983
POPULATI ON NUMBER 1983
SPECI ES ESTI MATE HUNTERS HARVEST

[ —

ROCKY MOUNTAI N ELK 15, 050 18, 600 2,700

MULE DEER 19, 550 11, 700 2,850

VHI TE- TAI LED DEER 700 300 40

ROCKY MOUNTAI N 30 0 0

GOAT

ROCKY MOUNTAI N

Bl GHORN SHEEP 225 61 6

COUGAR 330 1, 251 33

BLACK BEAR 1, 000 3,180 110
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1984 Hunter and Harvest Data

CONFLI CTI NG USES: Conflicting uses are uses which, if allowed,
coul d negatively inpact big ganme habitat. Most big ganme habitat
is zoned for resource use. Primary conflicting uses permtted
within the resource zones include activities that destroy the
habitat itself; for exanple, renoval of vegetative cover or
depletion of water. The environnental and econom cal conseguences
of allow ng conflicting uses would be a decrease in the nunber of
big game and a correspondi ng decrease in recreational hunting
with its negative econom cal effect.

On the other hand, big gane damage to agricultural operations is
a serious problem Deer and el k danmage to cropland, grazing
| and, and tinber regeneration has been a problem of serious
econom c inportance throughout the County. Haystacks that are
not protected can suffer severe damage during the winter from
deer and el k. Haystack damage is generally resolved by placenent
of stockyard fences or by diversion feeding. Potential conflicts
al so exist where Bighorn Sheep supplant traditional donestic
sheep grazing.

The Oregon Departnent of Fish and WIldlife has attenpted to
alleviate damage with a nine-mle |long el k fence that separates
good el k habitat from highly productive farm and. O her danmage
control nethods have included special hunts, emergency hunts,
kill permts to take offending aninmals, trapping, transplanting,
and hazi ng.

CONCLUSI ONS: Much of the big game habitat occurs on Federa

land. On much of the private |and, big ganme habitat is already
zoned for resource uses. The only conflicting use that has been
identified is placenment of dwellings. The Oregon Departnent of
Fish and WIldlife has recommended that permanent residences be
sited at a density not to exceed one per 320 acres or one
recreational residence per 160 acres on critical wnter range. As
an inplementing neasure to facilitate the Oregon Departnment of
Fish and Wldlife' s recommendation, the follow ng standards w ||
be i npl enented as gui del i nes:

01. A mninum setback of 1866 feet from the nearest existing
dwel | i ngs for new dwel | i ngs,
OR

02. A requirenent of a mninmum 320 acres and pl acenment of the
proposed dwelling in a cluster fashion, with dwellings on
adj acent parcels.
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W LDLI FE HABI TAT (Ganme birds, Furbearers): 3A & 3C
Location, Quality, Quantity

Upland ganme birds in Willowa County include ring-necked
pheasants, valley and nountain quail, chukker and Hungarian
partridge, blue ruffed and Franklin's grouse, white-tailed
ptarm gan, Merriam turkeys, and nourning doves.

Ri ng- necked pheasants and valley quail (to sonme extent) are
farm and birds. Cattail marshes, brushy fence rows, and stream
side vegetation are key conponents of their habitat. Marshl and
drai nage and brush cl earing has reduced the pheasant popul ation
in the population in the Wallowa Valley. Recent cooperative

stream si de managenent prograns and no-till farmng wll probably
aid populations by increasing riparian habitat along mjor
streans and providing increased cover. Whil e habitat

requi renments vary considerably, the resource zoning generally
wi Il favor upland ganme birds.

UPLAND GAME POPULATI ON ESTI MATES

HUNTERS AND HARVEST - WALLOWA COUNTY, 1980

SPECI ES POPULATI ON ESTI MATE

Harvest 1/ Chukker Partridge ... 150,000 .................
11, 100

Hungarian Partridge ............ 25,000 ....... ...
2,500

Valley Quail ................... 10,000 ........ ... .......
2,100

Mountain Quail .................. 2,000 ........ .. . .. ...
100

Turkey . ... 75

0

Blue Grouse .................... 37,500 ........ ... ... ...
5, 600

Ruffed Gouse .................. 44,000 ....... .. . ... ..
2,100

Franklin's Gouse ................. 800 ...... ... ... ... ..
NOS*

VWhite-tailed Ptarmgan ............. 50 ..
NOS*

Ri ng- necked Pheasant ............ 1,500 ... ... .
1, 250

Mourning Dove .................. 14,500 ........ .. . ... . .. ...
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80
*No Open Season

Wet | and areas are needed for nesting, resting, and feeding of
waterfowm . Breeding areas are valley streams and stock ponds.
Several natural marshes - such as Clear Lake Marsh - al so provide
habi t at .

HUNTERS AND HARVEST, 1976 SEASON ESTI MATES: Waterfow habitat
where little or none existed before. Streams, such as: Prairie
Creek and the Wallowa River are heavily used by waterfow
especially during periods of extreme cold when ponds and Wal | owa
Lake freezes over. Wallowa Lake is an inportant resting area
during the fall and early w nter. Birds use Wallowa Lake for
rafting and then feed in valley grain fields.

Furbearers include aquatic manmals, such as: beaver, nmuskrat,
m nk, and otter and others, such as: marten, fisher, coyote, red
fox, bobcat, wolverine, raccoon, skunk, badger, and weasel. They
have a w de variety of habitat needs, including: streans,
mar shes, | akes, forested areas, al pine areas, and grassl and.

1980 FURBEARER POPULATI ON ESTI MATES NUMBER
AND
CATCH, 1983-1984 - WALLOWA COUNTY NUMBER

POPULATI ON
SPECI ES ESTI MATE HARVEST PRI CE AVERAGE TOTAL
- r— 17— "’ 7 " ]
BEAVER 1, 800 17 $ 14. 22 $ 241. 74
OITER 100 4 22.50 90. 00
M NK 1, 000 138 17. 27 2, 383. 26
MUSKRAT 1, 000 1,574 3.41 5,367. 34
RACCOON 1, 000 77 14. 49 1,115.73
MARTEN 1, 200 0 0. 00 0. 00
SKUNK 2,000 14 1.91 26. 77
V\EASEL 3, 000 9 0. 50 4.50
BADGER 500 31 0. 26 806. 00
BOBCAT 300 55 244. 69 13, 457. 95
COYOTE 3,500 220 33. 82 7,440. 40
TOTAL $30, 933. 69
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CONFLI CTS: Marsh drainage, channeling of streams, [|oss of
ri parian vegetation (including nesting trees), and construction
of buildings in close proximty to habitat areas are the greatest
conflicts to waterfow . Conflicts between furbearers and | and
uses in the resource zones occur only occasionally. The biggest
probl ens are coyote predation on calves and | anbs. The econom c
i mpact of allow ng conflicting uses would be the | oss of input
into the local econony by hunters and trappers and the soci al
i npacts - neither would be significant. The environnmental and
ener gy consequences of allow ng conflicting uses is not clear.

CONCLUSI ONS: The habitat of gane birds and furbearers occurs
al ong brushy streanbanks, wet areas, and generally areas
provi ding food and cover. The retention of riparian habitat is
partly insured through the County's setback requirenents and the
Departnment of Environnental Quality requirenents.

W LDLI FE HABI TAT (Non-game Wl dlife): 1B 3C

ANALYSI S: Wallowa County has a nunmber of non-ganme species
considered unique in Oregon and attract viewers. Barred and
great gray ow s, bobolinks, and Wallowa rosy-crowned finches are
a few that draw visitors. A checklist of the birds of Union and
Wal | owa County is available fromthe Oregon Departnment of Fish
and Wldlife offices. The diversity in habitat requirenents of
non-game wildlife species is as varied as the elevations and
habitat types found in the County. Habitat requirenments outlined
for the other wildlife groups listed generally apply to non-gane
wildlife.

A conprehensive inventory for the various species of non-gane
wildlife is not available due to a lack of data and nunbers
i nvol ved. However, two Geat Blue Heron rookeries have been
identified on the Wallowa River (Section 12, Township 2S, Range
44 E, and Section 32; Township 1N, Range 43 E). No ot her
i nportant nesting sites have been identified for any other
speci es.

Conflicting uses would be structures in close proximty to
nesting sites and/or renoval of nesting trees. The econoni c,
social, and energy inpacts of allowing conflicting uses are
unknown. The environnental inpact of allow ng conflicting uses
may be the elimnation of some herons fromthe area. Because the
Oregon Departnent of Fish and Wldlife is trying to preserve the
exi sting heron rookeries, they are not willing to reveal specific
| ocati ons.
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CONCLUSI ON:  The habitat of non-game birds is for practical
pur poses, the whole County, and not site specific. The resource
zoning affords adequate protection for non-game habitat. The
Oregon Departnent of Fish and Wldlife will be notified of any
proposed changes in land use in the vicinity of the two
identified heron rookeries.

W LDLI FE HABI TAT (Fish): 3C
Location - Quality - Quantity:

Angling for salnon takes place in the spring and fall on the
| arger streams with the G ande Ronde River producing the nost
fish. Most sal non caught are Chinook, but some Coho are taken
fromthe Grande Ronde and Wallowa Rivers in the fall.

St eel head are caught throughout the fishing season (June through
March) in the Grande Ronde, |Immaha, and Wallowa Rivers but early
spring and early fall are best. The M nam Ri ver and Joseph Creek
al so produce steel head.

The Grande Ronde Basin supports a large resident trout fishery -
brook and rainbow trout are nost conmonly caught. The Oregon
Departnment of Fish & WIldlife releases hatchery juvenile and
catchabl e fish to hel p suppl enment natural reproduction. Juvenile
Kokanee, a | and-Iocked sockeye salnon, has been released in
Val | owa Lake to provide a sport fishery for adults. Dolly Varden
trout angling is best in areas with access since this species is
easily over-fished. Lake trout are occasionally caught in
Wal | owa Lake. CGolden trout are available in two high | akes and in
Hurricane Creek. Over 35 percent of the basin's angling pressure
occurs on Wallowa Lake which has five species of ganme fish
Drift boat angling for trout takes place on the G ande Ronde and
Wal | owa Rivers between M nam and Troy in March through October
Low water in August and Septenber inpedes boating. Fishing from
rubber rafts has devel oped on the Lower |Inmaha River.

VWi tefish are incidentally taken by anglers while fishing for
trout. Good fishing areas include the upper and |ower G ande
Ronde River, Lower Wnaha River, and I maha River below | Mmaha. A
smal | nunber of anglers fish specifically for whitefish on the
Wal lowa River in Decenber through March. This species is
presently under utilized by sportsnen.

FI SH SPECI ES, LOCATI ON, AND ABUNDANCE

GAME FI SH SPECI ES LOCATI ON ABUNDANCE

BLACK CRAPPI E SNAKE RI VER COMVON
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Hl GH LAKES, HEADWATER

BROOK TROUT STREAMS ABUNDANT
BROWN BULLHEAD
CATFI SH KI'NNEY LAKE, PONDS ABUNDANT
CHANNEL CATFI SH SNAKE RI VER COMVON
GRANDE RONDE RI VER
COHO SALMON WALLOWA RI VER PRESENT
WALLOWA LAKE,
DOLLY VARDEN KI NNEY LAKE, MOST STREAMS COMMVON
GOLDEN TROUT WOOD LAKE RARE
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GAME FI SH SPECI ES LOCATI ON ABUNDANCE
KOKANEE WALLOWA LAKE ABUNDANT
SNAKE, | MNAHA AND GRANDE
SMALLMOUTH BASS RONDE RI VERS ABUNDANT
STEELHEAD TROUT MOST ALL STREAMS COMVON
WALLOWA LAKE AND MOST ALL
VHI TE FI SH STREAMS ABUNDANT
VHI TE STURGEON SNAKE RI VER RARE
BRI DGELI P SUCKER MOST ALL STREAMS ABUNDANT
SNAKE AND GRANDE RONDE
CHI SELMOUTH Rl VERS COMMVON
WALLOWA LAKE AND MOST ALL
COTTI D STREAMS ABUNDANT
WALLOWA LAKE AND MOST ALL
COARSESCALE SUCKER STREAMS ABUNDANT
DACE MOST ALL STREAMS ABUNDANT
LAMPREY MOST ALL STREAMS ABUNDANT
SNAKE AND GRANDE RONDE
REDSI DE SHI NER Rl VERS COMMON
SQUAW FI SH MOST ALL STREAMS ABUNDANT

Species of fish differ in their requirements or preferences for
habi t at . Generally, there needs to be availability of water
with good quality w thout barriers to mgration. Mst streans
and | akes in Wallowa County meet these general requirenents.

CONFLI CTI NG USES: Conflicting uses would be those uses that
di vert water bel ow optimum flows, degrade water quality, or alter
wat er tenperatures. The nost common conflicting uses are
di versions for irrigation and |land m ning of aggregate in or near
fish habitat. Mning results in increased sedinent. Diversions
for irrigation results in decreased water flow in streans with
acconpanyi ng hi gher water tenperature. Renoval of vegetation wll
al so raise water tenperature. The econoni ¢ consequences of
allowing conflicting uses would be a decrease in the dollars
contributed to the local econony by fisherman. The social and
energy inpact is unknown. The environnmental inpact would be
decreases in the nunmber of fish avail able.
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CONCLUSI ONS:  Mpst streanms and |akes in Wallowa County are
inportant fish habitat. It would be inpractical to prohibit any
| and or water use that may have a short-termdetrinental inpact.
However, aggregate mning which my have a significant, yet
short-term inpact on fish habitat wll be subject to the
conditional use provisions. As part of the review of proposed
aggregate mning the Oregon Departnent of Fish and Wldlife wll
be contacted for coment.

W LDLI FE HABI TAT (Wetl and Areas): 3C

The basic habitat for waterfowl, furbearers, and much of the
non-ganme wildlife is wetlands. The Oregon Departnent of Fish and
Wldlife has identified the |location of inportant wetlands on the
wldlife map. Conflicting uses would be uses which, if all owed,
could permanently alter vegetation; for exanple, construction of
bui | dings. The econom c, social, and energy consequences of
allowing conflicting uses is unknown. The environnenta
consequences of allowing the conflicting uses would be the
elimnation of the wetland areas as habitat.

CONCLUSI ONS:  The Wall owa County Zoning regul ations require a 100
foot setback fromthe high watermark of ponds, streans, and ot her
bodies of water, therefore, the identified wetland areas have
been accorded a designation of 3C.
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