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APPENDIX 3 -1
CAPABI LI TY CLASS DEFI NI TI ONS

soils have few limtations that restrict their use.
These are the npost productive soils.

soils have noderate Iimtations that reduce the choice
of plants or that require noderate conservation
practi ces.

soil s have severe limtations that reduce the choice of
pl ants or require special conservation practices or
bot h.

soils have very severe limtations that reduce the

choice of plants or require very careful nanagenent or
bot h.

soils are not I|ikely to werode but have other
limtations which are inpractical to overcone and limt
their use largely to pasture, range, woodland, or
wildlife.

soils have severe |imtations that make them generally
unsuited to cultivation and limt their use largely to
pasture, range, woodland, or wldlife.

soils have very severe limtations that nake them
unsui ted to cultivation and that restrict their use
largely to pasture, range, woodland, or wldlife.
Al t hough these soils are the poorest for «crop
producers, they have significant inportance for
grazing, tinmber production, and/or wldlife habitat
pur poses.

Letter designations are often added to the capability nunmerals
and indicate the foll ow ng:

(e) shows that the main limtation is risk of erosion
unl ess cl ose-grow ng plant cover is maintained.

(s) shows that the soils is |imted mainly because it
is shall ow, drought, or stony.

(w) shows that water in or on the soil interferes with



pl ant growth or cultivation (in sone soils the wetness
can be partly corrected by artificial drainage).



