CI TI ZEN | NVOLVEMENT
l.

Summary: Extensive citizen involvement has been incorporated
into Wal |l owa County's pl anning process.

CI TI ZEN | NVOLVEMENT GUI DELI NES

Goal : To develop a citizen invol venent programthat insures
the opportunity for citizens to be involved in all phases of
t he pl anni ng process.

Fi ndi ngs: The findings below are the basis of Wallowa's
County's Citizen Invol venent Program

1. The extent of citizen involvenent is suitable
for Wallowa County, which has a | and area of
2,033,820 acres and a popul ation of 6,630 people
(. 001 persons per acre).

2. Most County inhabitants reside in the
i ncorporated towns and adjacent agricul tural
areas, and since nmuch of the tinber/grazing area
i's uninhabited, nost citizen involvenment was by
val | ey residents.

3. The Wal |l owa County Pl anning Commi ssi on
represents a broad cross-section of geographic
| ocati ons and business interests. (appendix |ID)

4. Provi si ons have been established for Planning
staff to respond to citizen inquiries. Such
responses will be reviewed yearly by the
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

5. Pl anni ng Conm ssi on nmeetings are open to the
public. Witten records are maintai ned and nade
avai l able to the public upon request.

6. Two-way comruni cati on between the Pl anning
Conmm ssion and Citizens has been by both word-
of -nouth and by witten responses bei ng provided
where inquiries or requests have been made.

7. Pl anni ng Comm ssi on nenbers and ot her county
residents participated in subcomm ttee work
i nvol ving the assenbly and anal ysis of inventory
i nformation, devel opment of prelimnary policies



10.

and recommendati ons, and preparation of maps.
This has provided citizens an opportunity to
participate in all phases of the planning
process.

Techni cal assistance has been provided by the
County Pl anni ng staff, agency personnel, and
consul ting planners. Such assistance is

avail able on a continual basis to interpret
technical information for citizens.

Witten records of Planning Conm ssion and staff
decisions are maintained in order that citizens
may be assured that decisions are docunented.

The County has provided human, financial and

i nformational resources to assist citizens in
obt ai ning planning information and rel ated
deci sions. Such assistance will be continued.

Policies: The following policies are a part of the Wall owa
County Land Use Plan and will be taken into consideration by
both private and public interests in making | and use

deci si ons.

The policies supplenent the plan map and have the

sanme regul atory effect.

1.

Wal | owa County Pl anni ng Comm ssi on nenbers wil |
represent a broad cross-section of geographic
and professional interests, and will be selected
t hrough an open, well-publicized process.

Notification of planning activities be nade in
newspapers and by radio as well as other neans,
in an attenpt to nake affected residents aware
of up-com ng deci si ons.

I nventory maps and other data utilized as the
basis for planning discussions be available to
citizens upon request, and interpretative

assi stance be provi ded.

Presentati ons of planning materials be nmade to
civic groups and other interests upon request to
explain | and use planning and rel ated concerns.

Opportunities be provided for the public to
respond to prelimnary planning docunments prior



to their finalizations.

Comm ttee assistance be wused to nake
recomendations related to specific areas or
concerns in order to provide additional citizen
i nput into the planning process.

Witten responses be nade to planning inquiries,
and records of such responses will be maintained
for public inspection.

Recommendati ons: The follow ng recomendati ons are

i npl enment ati on nmeasures identified in the planning process:

1.

Material be prepared for distribution to
citizens in order that they m ght better
under st and pl anni ng.

Each year the Planning Conm ssion and County
Court nmeet to evaluate invol venent procedures
and opportunities and to nake recomendati ons as
to how citizen involvenent can be inproved.

Greater involvenent be incorporated into
pl anni ng deci si on- maki ng.

A citizen involvenment programw || be devel oped
by a citizen involvenent committee.



